BY ORDER OF THE SHAH
CHAPTER I

THE  HIGHWAY OF  NATIONS

PERSIA, called the Highway of Nations by all her historians,
has ever been the route of invasion from the West, and of
Western ambition in the East. Famous names have
blazed the trail through the land, of a history vivid
with great marches and greater conquests. Cyrus,
Darius, Alexander, Genghis Khan, and Timurlane, to
name but five great captains, campaigned through her
rolling plains and gaunt valleys and over her mountain
passes.

The road we took from the 'Iraqi border, beaten be-
neath the tread of centuries, was built as far as Hamadan
by Britain during the Great War, thence to Kazvin and
the Caspian by the Russians. It was as good as any we
met on our travels.

The obstacles used to be lawless bandits, hazards
normal to a long journey by horse and camel. To-day
the same route is more swiftly traversed by car, and for
that matter by air, the main obstacles those imposed by
the police and customs authorities. A traveller in Iran
soon learned to be neither surprised nor harassed when he
was stopped at the entrance and exit of each village with
a demand for his passport, often read upside down. Like
it or not, he was sure to be held up, for five minutes or
more than an hour. What was time? Further, at Qasr-i-
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